
 

For additional Information on the Public Records Act, consult the Washington Coalition 
for Open Government website at www.washingtoncog.org; 206-782-0393  

Public Disclosure Act to Public Records Act Conversion Table

 
By Michele Earl-Hubbard, Partner, Davis Wright Tremaine LLP  

PDA: Old RCW Section

 
PRA: New RCW Location

 
Topic

 
-- RCW 42.56.001 Finding, purpose 
-- RCW 42.56.020 Short title 
RCW 42.17.010 Remains at RCW 42.17.010 Declaration of policy 
RCW 42.17.020(41) RCW 42.17.020(41) (incorporated by 

RCW 42.56.010) 
Definition of public record

 

RCW 42.17.020(48) RCW 42.17.020(48) (incorporated by 
RCW 42.56.010) 

Definition of writing

 

RCW 42.17.250 RCW 42.56.040 Duty to publish procedures 
RCW 42.17.251 RCW 42.56.030 Construction 
RCW 42.17.253 RCW 42.56.580(1) Public Records Officer 
RCW 42.17.255 RCW 42.56.050 Invasion of privacy definition 
RCW 42.17.258 RCW 42.56.060 Disclaimer of public liability 
RCW 42.17.260 RCW 42.56.070 Documents and indexes to be made 

public 
RCW 42.17. 270 RCW 42.56.080 Facilities for copying  availability of 

public records 
RCW 42.17.280 RCW 42.56.090 Times for inspection and copying 
RCW 42.17.290 RCW 42.56.100 Protection of public records Public 

access 
RCW 42.17.295 RCW 42.56.110 Destruction of information relating to 

employee misconduct 
RCW 42.17.300 RCW 42.56.120 Charges for copying 
RCW 42.17.305 RCW 42.56.130 Other cost provisions not superseded 
RCW 42.17.310(1)(a) RCW 42.56.230(1) Clients of the State 
RCW 42.17.310(1)(b) RCW 42.56.230(2) Employee files 
RCW 42.17.310(1)(c) RCW 42.56.230(3) Taxpayer information 
RCW 42.17.310(1)(d) RCW 42.56.240(1) Investigative records 
RCW 42.17.310(1)(e) RCW 42.56.240(2) Crime victims/witnesses 
RCW 42.17.310(1)(f) RCW 42.56.250(1) Test questions, scoring keys and other 

examination data 
RCW 42.17.310(1)(g) RCW 42.56.260 Real estate appraisals 
RCW 42.17.310(1)(h) RCW 42.56.270(1) Valuable formulae and design 
RCW 42.17.310(1)(i) RCW 42.56.280 Preliminary drafts, notes, 

recommendations, intra-agency 
memorandums 

RCW 42.17.310(1)(j) RCW 42.56.290 Agency party to controversy 
RCW 42.17.310(1)(k) RCW 42.56.300 Archaeological sites 
RCW 42.17.310(1)(l) RCW 42.56.310 Library records 
RCW 42.17.310(1)(m) RCW 42.56.270(2) Ferry bid proposal financial 

information 
RCW 42.17.310(1)(n) RCW 42.56.480(1) Inactive railroad contracts prior to 

7/28/91 
RCW 42.17.310(1)(o) RCW 42.56.270(3) Export services 
RCW 42.17.310(1)(p) RCW 42.56.320(1) Private vocational schools 
RCW 42.17.310(1)(q) RCW 42.56.330(1) Utilities & transportation commission 

records 
RCW 42.17.310(1)(r) RCW 42.56.270(4) Application for loans or services 
RCW 42.17.310(1)(s) RCW 42.56.340 Timeshare, condominium, etc. owner 

lists 
RCW 42.17.310(1)(t) RCW 42.56.250(2) Applications, resumes 
RCW 42.17.310(1)(u) RCW 42.56.250(3) Public employee and volunteers 

residential addresses, phone #s + 
RCW 42.17.310(1)(v) RCW 42.56.330(2) Address & # of public utility 

customers 

http://www.washingtoncog.org;
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PDA: Old RCW Section

 
PRA: New RCW Location

 
Topic

 
RCW 42.17.310(1)(w) RCW 42.56.350 Health professionals SS #s & 

residential addresses & phone #s 
RCW 42.17.310(1)(x) RCW 42.56.360(1)(a) Info obtained by Bd. of pharmacy 

under RCW 69.25.090. 
RCW 42.17.310(1)(y) RCW 42.56.360(1)(b) Info obtained by Bd. of pharmacy or 

others 
RCW 42.17.310(1)(z) RCW 42.56.270(5) Evaluating a business & industrial 

development corp. 
RCW 42.17.310(1)(aa) RCW 42.56.270(6) Public trust or retirement funds 
RCW 42.17.310(1)(bb) RCW 42.56.270(7) Trade information 
RCW 42.17.310(1)(cc) RCW 42.56.370 Domestic violence program, rape 

crisis center clients 
RCW 42.17.310(1)(dd) RCW 42.56.250(4) Agency employees seeking advice re: 

possible unfair practice 
RCW 42.17.310(1)(ee) RCW 42.56.250(5) Investigative records of employer 

conducting current investigation of 
possible unfair practice 

RCW 42.17.310(1)(ff) RCW 42.56.380(1) Business-related info under RCW 
15.86.110 

RCW 42.17.310(1)(gg) RCW 42.56.270(8) Clean WA center 
RCW 42.17.310(1)(hh) RCW 42.56.360(1)(c) Quality improvement or peer review 
RCW 42.17.310(1)(ii) RCW 42.56.480(2) Database under RCW 43.07.360 
RCW 42.17.310(1)(jj) RCW 42.56.270(9) Public stadium authority 
RCW 42.17.310(1)(kk) RCW 42.56.390 Emergency or transitional housing 
RCW 42.17.310(1)(ll) RCW 42.56.330(3) Name, address & # of carpool, ride-

sharing participants 
RCW 42.17.310(1)(mm) RCW 42.56.330(4) Paratransit or other transit for 

disabled or elderly 
RCW 42.17.310(1)(nn) RCW 42.56.330(5) Info of person using fare payment 

media 
RCW 42.17.310(1)(oo) RCW 42.56.360(1)(d) Proprietary financial & commercial 

info submitted under RCW 43.72.310 
RCW 42.17.310(1)(pp) RCW 42.56.400(1) Crime victims compensation 
RCW 42.17.310(1)(qq) RCW 42.56.320(2) Tuition units 
RCW 42.17.310(1)(rr) RCW 42.56.240(3) Investigative records re: sex offenders 

stored under RCW 40.14.070 
RCW 42.17.310(1)(ss) RCW 42.56.230(4) Credit card #s, bank account #s, etc. 
RCW 42.17.310(1)(tt) RCW 42.56.270(10) Liquor, gambling & lottery licenses 
RCW 42.17.310(1)(uu) RCW 42.56.410 Employment security department 

records, certain purposes 
RCW 42.17.310(1)(vv) RCW 42.56.320(3) Work force training and education 

coordinating board 
RCW 42.17.310(1)(ww) RCW 42.56.420(1) Criminal terrorist acts 
RCW 42.17.310(1)(xx) RCW 42.56.430(1) Commercial fishing 
RCW 42.17.310(1)(yy) RCW 42.56.430(2) Sensitive wildlife data 
RCW 42.17.310(1)(zz) RCW 42.56.430(3) Info re: recreational/commercial 

licensees 
RCW 42.17.310(1)(aaa) RCW 42.56.440 Veteran s discharge papers

Exceptions 
RCW 42.17.310(1)(bbb) RCW 42.56.420(2) Vulnerability assessments, 

deployment plans 
RCW 42.17.310(1)(ccc) RCW 42.56.420(3) Safe school plans 
RCW 42.17.310(1)(ddd) RCW 42.56.420(4) Infrastructures & security of 

telecommunications 
RCW 42.17.310(1)(eee) RCW 42.56.400(2) Info exempt under RCW 41.05.026 
RCW 42.17.310(1)(fff) RCW 42.56.270(11) Proprietary data, trade secrets 
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PDA: Old RCW Section

 
PRA: New RCW Location

 
Topic

 
RCW 42.17.310(1)(ggg) RCW 42.56.330(8) Transponder toll payment records 
RCW 42.17.310(1)(hhh)) RCW 42.56.270(14) Info to Life Science Discovery Fund 
RCW 42.17.310(1)(iii) RCW 42.56.600 Privileged mediation communications 
RCW 42.17.310(1)(jjj) RCW 42.56.380(9) Participant info for animal ID system 
RCW 42.17.310(1)(kkk) RCW 42.56.380(10) Owner requested animal testing 

results 
RCW 42.17.310(2)  RCW 42.56.210(1)  Redaction requirement and 

exemption applicability test 
RCW 42.17.310(3) RCW 42.56.210(2) Court authorized release 
RCW 42.17.310(4) RCW 42.56.210(3) Agency to state exemptions and their 

application to records 
RCW 42.17.311 RCW 42.56.510 Duty to disclose or withhold 

information Otherwise provided 
RCW 42.17.312 RCW 42.56.360(2) Health care records 
RCW 42.17.313 RCW 42.56.450 Check cashers and sellers licensing 

applications 
RCW 42.17.314 RCW 42.56.330(6) Utility usage records 
RCW 42.17.315 RCW 42.56.320(4) Records obtained by gift when gift 

restricts public access 
RCW 42.17.316 RCW 42.56.360(1)(e) Records obtained under RCW 

18.71.300-.340 
RCW 42.17.317 RCW 42.56.380(2) Info provided under RCW 15.54.362 
RCW 42.17.318                RCW 42.56.240(4) Concealed pistol licenses 
RCW 42.17.319 RCW 42.56.270(12) Dept. of community, trade & 

economic development 
RCW 42.17.31901 RCW 42.56.240(5) Identity of child victim of sexual 

assault 
RCW 42.17.31902 RCW 42.56.360(1)(f) Reports re: infant mortality studies 
RCW 42.17.31903  RCW 42.56.400(3) Viators  
RCW 42.17.31904 RCW 42.56.400(4) Info under RCW 48.30A.045-.060 
RCW 42.17.31905    RCW 42.56.400(5) Info under RCW 48.05, 48.43, 48.44, 

48.46 
RCW 42.17.31906 RCW 42.56.460 Fireworks 
RCW 42.17.31907(1) RCW 42.56.380(3) Production or sales records for 

assessments 
RCW 42.17.31907(2)  RCW 42.56.380(4) Consignment info & phytosanitary 

certificates by Dept. of Ag. 
RCW 42.17.31907(3)     RCW 42.56.380(5) Info supplied to Dept. of Ag. 
RCW 42.17.31908 RCW 42.56.400(6) Info under RCW 19.85 or 34.05.328 
RCW 42.17.31909 RCW 42.56.380(6) Ginseng growers/dealers 
RCW 42.17.31910 RCW 42.56.360(1)(g) Complaints under RCW 18.130 
RCW 42.17.31911 RCW 42.56.400(7) Exam reports and info for bank, etc., 

reviews 
RCW 42.17.31912 RCW 42.56.330(7) Motor carrier intelligent transp. 

system 
RCW 42.17.31913 RCW 42.56.250(6) Marine employee salary surveys 
RCW 42.17.31914 RCW 42.56.420(5) Fixed rail safety and security program 

plan 
RCW 42.17.31915 RCW 42.56.400(8) Insurance commissioner records 
RCW 42.17.31916 RCW 42.56.400(9) Insurance commissioner records 
RCW 42.17.31917 RCW 42.56.400(10) Insurance commissioner records 
RCW 42.17.31918 RCW 42.56.380(7) Info collected under §3(1), ch. 325, 

Laws of 2002 
RCW 42.17.31919 RCW 42.56.380(8) Financial statements under RCW 

16.65.030(1)(d) 
RCW 42.17.31920 RCW 42.56.480(3) DSHS data for §8, ch. 231, Laws of 

2003 
RCW 42.17.31921 RCW 42.56.470 Correctional industries workers 
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PDA: Old RCW Section

 
PRA: New RCW Location

 
Topic

 
RCW 42.17.31922 RCW 42.56.590(1)(a) Notice of security breach 
RCW 42.17.31923 RCW 42.56.610  
RCW 42.17.320 RCW 42.56.520 Prompt responses required 
RCW 42.17.325 RCW 42.56.530 Review of agency denial 
RCW 42.17.330 RCW 42.56.540 Court protections of public records 
RCW 42.17.340 RCW 42.56.550 Judicial review of agency actions 
RCW 42.17.341 RCW 42.56.560 Application of RCW 42.56.550 
RCW 42.17.348 RCW 42.56.570 Explanatory pamphlet and drafting of 

AG Model Rules 
RCW 42.17.963 RCW 42.56.901 Part headings not law 
-- RCW 42.56.270(15) Fuel licenses 
-- RCW 42.56.270(16) Mining  
-- RCW 42.56.270(17) Farm plan by conservation districts 
-- RCW 42.56.400(11) Certain health insurance information 
-- RCW 42.56.400(12) Certain documents obtained by 

insurance comm r 
-- RCW 42.56.900 Purpose 
-- RCW 42.56.902 Effective date 

 


